Sastriji,1 in his own inimitable style. There is no need
to repeat it here). The long and short of it was, that they
knew that Gandhiji was a morsel they would find diffi-
cult to swallow, and even more difficult to digest. On the
other hand, Gandhiji was a staunch and loyal supporter
of Gokhaleji's political creed. On what grounds, then,
were they to reject Gandhiji's application? No wonder
they were distracted! When Bapu learned of their
uneasiness, he divined their difficulty and himself sup-
plied the cure: he withdrew his application. But he
did not cut himself off from them. On the contrary,
he often attended their meetings in an unofficial capa-
city, and helped the Society whenever he could.

The moment Gandhiji heard of Gokhaleji's death
he took a vow to go barefoot for one whole year. It
caused him great inconvenience^ but he stuck to it until
the vow had run its course.

5. DIET ADJUSTMENTS

The whole of Bharat had come to know that Bapu
ate nothing but fruit. The Hindus include milk in
their 'fruitarian5 diet, but Bapu opposed this most
strongly. He not only denied that milk was 'fruita-
rian', but asserted that it was purely eanimaP food.
It is the essence of blood, flesh, marrow, etc. How,
then, can it be considered 'fruitarian3? Milk, as diet,

1 V. Srinivasa Sastri (1849-1946), president of the Servants
of India Society after Gokhale's death, author of My Master
Gokhale.
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